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2017 Technology Institute Agenda: Tech-Driven Innovation Across Washington 
 
Event Overview 
The biennial Tech Institute brings together cross-sector leaders from across Washington state in a retreat-like 
atmosphere to make connections, build bridges, and begin scoping action plans - all focused on strengthening the state’s 
innovation economy. It is a by-invitation-only, two-day, structured conversation that addresses issues fundamental to 
the state’s continued tech-driven growth. This year, the Tech Institute is focused on two overarching themes that serve 
as a foundation for the session panel discussions and presentation.  
 

● Innovation-driven economic development - We’ll explore the data and stories that show where tech-driven 
innovation is occurring both by sector and geography; we’ll discuss the backbone for this growth (talent & 
workforce training, entrepreneurs, capital, infrastructure) and the implications for industry, education and policy 
makers; and we’ll map out a path forward and how the Tech Alliance can help. 

● Immigration, innovation and growth - We have set aside some time to partner with the WTIA, and together 
explore how immigration fuels innovation and immigration’s contribution to the state’s talent needs (on both 
sides of the Cascades). We’ll hear from experts and have the opportunity to ‘INVENT’ creative (state-oriented) 
solutions to immigration pain points. 

 
Monday, September 25, 2017 

3:00-3:05P Welcome & Overview  
Presenter: Carol Rava, CEO, Technology Alliance 

 
3:05-3:30P Session 1a: BLS, IPEDS and Washington's Jobs 

Presenter: Chris Mefford, President & CEO, Community Attributes 
 

Description: Data analysts in the apple industry. Robots in remote medical clinics. Drones over 
hydro-dams. Technology is driving innovation in every industry and every community. But what does 
that mean for our workforce? How does it vary across the state? And what further shifts should we 
expect? We’ll kick off the 2017 Tech Institute with a  hands-on (bring your own device!), interactive 
session exploring the jobs and workforce trends of our innovation economy by industry / region across 
the state.  
 
Objective: Create a shared understanding of the numbers behind tech’s penetration of WA’s economy. 
 
Guiding Questions: 

● How is WA state a leader both in developing new technologies and using them? 
● What are the effects of tech-driven innovation on communities and industries? 
● What kind of gaps do we see between the education/preparation and the job needs 

 
3:30-5:00P Session 1b: Washington’s Innovation Genesis Story  

Moderator: John Wecker, President & CEO, Pacific Northwest Research Institute 
Panelists: Amit Dhingra, Associate Professor, Chair, Entrepreneurial Faculty Ambassadors Program at 
WSU; Founder and CSO, Phytelligence | Vikram Jandhyala, VP for Innovation Strategy at UW & 
Executive Director of CoMotion | Matthew Trunnell, Chief Information Officer & VP of IT; Executive 
Director, Hutch Data Commonwealth, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
 
Description: Where do the seeds of tech innovation lie? Yes within great people, but what does a state 
do to foster more innovation? We’ll look at the origin of technologies driving WA’s innovation & discuss 
issues of discovery, dissemination, and accessibility of these technologies - from varying perspectives. 
 
Objectives:  

● Identify drivers of innovation in Washington.  
● Highlight technologies from WA’s universities and research institutions, and understand 

how/where they’re being utilized. 
● Develop a shared understanding of the resources needed to fuel innovation from creation to 

dissemination to commercialization, and identify areas of strengths and areas for improvement. 
 
Guiding Questions: 

● How has technology changed industries, communities, services, processes in Washington? 
● What technologies are most driving innovation in WA? 
● What are the biggest barriers to bringing an idea to life (whether in the public or private sector)? 

How do we break these barriers down? 
● How else can we support startup spin-offs from our research institutions? 

technology-alliance.com 

 



Technology Institute September 25-27, 20174 

 

 

 

5:30-7:00P Dinner & Reception 

 
7:00-8:30P Session 2: Filling 160K STEM Jobs  

Moderator: Ewan Duncan, Senior Partner, McKinsey 
Panelists: Jennifer Carlson, Executive Director, WTIA Workforce Institute, Senator Joe Fain, Washington 
State Senate (47th District) | Juan Garcia, Global Leader for Career Advancement, Amazon 

 
Description: Washington is expected to have 160,000 openings per year for STEM jobs (beginning in 
2020), with 40 percent in computing occupations. Currently our institutions of higher education award 
about 23,000 STEM degrees and certificates each year. The gap is staggering. So how do we create a 
supply to meet the demand? What’s the role of our K12 schools, our two and four-year institutions, 
industry-driven upskilling and retraining efforts, and even immigration? We’ll dig into the ‘problem’ data 
a little but mostly we’ll look at solutions with some of leading problem solvers. We promise an 
entertaining evening session with plenty of time for audience engagement.  

 
Objective: Explore different entry points and approaches that can expand the state’s talent pipeline. 
Highlight best practices and opportunities. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

● How should we think about the different inputs to the talent pipeline: immigration (foreign-born 
and not), K12, higher education, workforce development, industry upskilling?  

● How can we think leverage these different contributors to the talent pipeline in a way that 
expands access to the good jobs (thinking both about geographical & demographic access)? 

● Can we leverage technology to improve access and scale? 
● What is working and why/how? 

 

Tuesday, September 26, 2017 

 

8:00-9:00A Breakfast 

 
9:00-10:00A Setting the Stage for the Day  

Representative Zack Hudgins, Washington State House of Representatives (11th District) 
 

Session 3a: Flour, Sugar, Butter, Eggs - A Recipe for Innovation 
Moderator: Rogers Weed, Vice President Product Development, Doosan GridTech, and Board Chair, 
Technology Alliance 
Panelists: Sandz Hinrich, Eastern Washington Manager Regional Operations, CenturyLink | Jenny 
Rojanasthien, Executive Director, GWATA | Representative J.T. Wilcox, Washington State House of 
Representatives (2nd District) 
 
Description: If only economic development were as simple as baking a cake. But there must be some 
inherent ingredients required to create new jobs in this tech-driven economy. We know we need 
talented people, but what else must be in the mix? How do we leverage the assets of the whole state - 
our natural beauty, our strong higher education system, our broadband infrastructure - to support 
economic growth in more communities? 
 
Objective: Walk away with short list of ‘ingredients’ or necessary components to support tech-driven, 
economic development across the state. 
 
Guiding Questions: 

● What are the ingredients for tech-driven economic development beyond the Puget Sound?  
● How can state policy help? 
● How is WA doing with broadband infrastructure and how can broadband plus cloud facilitate 

more remote work options? 
● What local economic development partnerships are making an impact and how? 
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10:15-11:30A Session 3b: Apples, Health & Power  

Moderator: Kirk Schulz, President, Washington State University 
Panelists: Mary Haggard, Vice President, Consumer Innovation at Providence Health & Services | West 
Mathison, President, Stemilt Growers | Andy Wappler, Vice President, Customer Operations and 
Communications, Puget Sound Energy 
 
Description: Washington is both a creator and adapter of technology. Our universities are hot-beds of 
research and development and our traditional ‘tech’ companies are leaders in pushing new solutions to 
market. And we see the impact across industries and communities as technology is used to process mass 
amounts of data and inform decision-making, drive efficiencies, reach new markets, improve 
sustainability practices, and much more. Led by Washington State University President Kirk Schulz, this 
session will explore the impact and opportunity that technology - from its origins to its adoption - is 
creating in three areas: agriculture, healthcare, and energy. 
 
Objective: Come away with an understanding of how three Washington industries are using different 
technologies to drive innovation and the role that universities play in these shifts. 
 
Guiding Questions: 

● How do companies leverage research universities and institutions to support their work? From 
R&D to workforce and beyond. 

● What are the some of the shifts that technology and innovation have caused in local 
businesses/industries? What are the barriers that prevent further innovation and adoption?  

● What homegrown technologies are being used and how by different businesses and industries 
(e.g., big data/cloud computing, AR/VR, genomics, etc)? 

● How else can universities support economic growth for different innovation-driven industries? 
 

 
11:50A-12:40P Lunch with WTIA FullConTech 
12:50-1:00P Keynote: Todd Schulte, President, FWD.us 
1:00-3:30P WTIA FullConTech INVENT Sessions - “The Immigrant Workforce”  

 
 
 
4:00-5:30P Session 5a: Pick Your Passion and  Make a Plan  
 

Description: Let’s make something happen. We now have the data and stories to show both the 
strengths and opportunities of Washington’s tech-driven economy. It’s time to put our smart heads 
together and get creative: what else can and should we be doing to strengthen our talent base, to grow 
our entrepreneurial community, to support our research institutions, to distribute opportunities?  
 
We’ll break into small teams to hack, prototype and brainstorm creative approaches to growing our 
state’s tech ecosystem. Each team will prep a pitch for the evening session and we’ll surely see that 
innovation comes from all corners. Points for humor, creative use of props (yes - props will be provided) 
and of course the potential impact of the idea. 
 
Pitch requirements and evening judging criteria on page XYZ of this booklet. 
 
Objectives: 

● Leverage collective smarts and diverse experiences to surface creative approaches to 
strengthening and growing state’s tech-driven economy. 

● Create new connections across sectors. 
● Laugh and have fun. 

 
 

6:00-7:15P Dinner & Reception 
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7:30-9:00P Session 5b: So You Think You Can Pitch 

Judges: Liz Pearce, CEO, LiquidPlanner | Tim Porter, Managing Director, Madrona Venture Group | Bill 
Savitz, CEO, Ignite NW 
 
Description: Will it be a new educational pathway? Creative investment structures? A shared extension 
office for Puget Sound companies outside of the PS? Teams will face off as they make the case for the 
best project to positively impact the state’s tech-driven ecosystem. Some of the region’s most 
experienced investors will judge the projects and presentations and the winner will receive accolades, 
bragging rights and the Tech Alliance’s commitment to pursue the viability of advancing the idea. This 
evening session is not to be missed! 
 
There will be an Awards Ceremony….before the Grotto. 
 

 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

 

7:30-8:30A Breakfast 

 
8:45-10:00A Session 6: Putting the Pieces Together 

Moderator: Carol Rava 
Presenters: Various  

 
Description: So what have we learned? This session will provide a wrap-up of what we’ve learned: best 
ideas for moving forward & where the Tech Alliance can make a difference. Leave with a shared sense of 
where there is momentum to collaborate and who can do what to take the next steps.  
 

10:00A Adjourn & grab lunch totes to-go. 

 
 

Thank you to our sponsors 
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